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CONICS CATTHICNT AD NONIAN Blacw 


BPH orat 


NIH colyat 


PROPS POT TA OIPNPOM SST PAPA GMAT PAA CICA 
ACH IT PAA CHICA PROTA PIAS AWA Aas, OATS PCAP BHA TA ACA 
WAPEY RITA CACHAN, AACHTA WP Afod ABS. GCA Pracaa| 
PACT WTA AGIA GA, BATA WS B ACACIA PAT COSTA, BATA MHAATH 
ANC HY! IVP TARA Gas HAA BORO AGS RIA CHICA UAPIAZ 
ATH AT BUM AB MCAAS “ACTA APCNA Mecafeay lars Weaspy 
CATHQCAT COMA TAS OUGHT MOC SRSA’ ABAATA 
QT MST WT AIS SUPSHCAT Ge FAT COSTA ALO TOTAATS BYSCAA 
Gray DCA HCA | SCS CAMGICSS PIS JAS OU CHIT ANTS farcry Safa 
Ol PAS DEA AAS ALMA, Ae Teel WIT, PAS HOT Bala WAUIAS| 
RAG GAT 8 BATA AMC PAGIS GA WINTAT CT VATS MA PIGS 
faPbO Sal WI WHS, OMS HIN ANT CAZ1 AAMTA 300 Ga Ga 
WAS TOT CHIC CAT ABM PAA Gay TACAT Gal Walacrt Aca THATS 
ATCAN “OUT BIAIICAT CQCET’| HOASTH GAPY Wate a Moret Bric 
CICA PRINGS WCHA AT! WPT Id MAGOTAT 42 BAY VGH PACA WA 
freors fica Abd wit DEN! UC, OI Pap Fete “warat 
CIAUICATA CPICAT MSRNANZ AACS BIZ AT] HAS Acer fofy fy fam ACH, 
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ACATO! YSIUA WIG AAC PHT PIT Ae TBS AAAI WES WAS 
ATT, ITA APOPA VATATM NT GT WEcws! 42 NADA CaM ABET 
BUCS FATA Jae GMC HPA PCAC CET APHS | 


OE FASSHE VIET IBMT PARA IAT TSAI SG HE A! OITA PH PAIS 
IW BMSArie WT IAT F_WR TATA ART SAA aT! fAesnaad Ad 4 OHAEKA 
PRS I BIA A SANT SSAA WS AFA PA Gl MAT ASTANA TOT TsH 
PASCUA FAC ARS BI C2 fora SA AAs Aor PASAT AAMAT ANA ANG, 
PASM AT! ANT Ale 8 AW CIN Bay SIT WR ASENA Alo wits fas 
AAA HT TT MPT FAAP MITA ASEM 13 TSA BANA CAC IPH AAAS REM, 
CADT BRIPOR BORA frSAs WANA HAW PASSA TBH (ASP ASAT PAT [ES OT 
COT CTT TT PTA IF PIT HAAS CHKAT TA feet AT] AB PASTA AAA AE AT 
TS RANT OAT SHH | BAT AHS IAAT Byler TA AWG ATP GIS ATS-ATHT IAT 
PISS AGUA As Tow MANS Al AF AHfie TT AA AAT FEM ‘PGAS ST TAT 
AY | SAT 28 28 PRM AAA AIS URE RA FAO BRI Aeiifofan omer, 
facarafan ores, Fapfan-afswe oiera, ere ores] state SIENA AAT AS 
BTSIFTAATS ATTRA GA IAT TAT IWS HAM WNIT Hay wast 
FAM PUA IPC TG TSS PAA TAA ANAT AMER AT! AM ANA FAR, HPT CMT 
TENS PAAATS/ ACH AFIT RT OA OT STATA ACHAT TOT ARAM CBA 
FAIS VIR] CREA Aiba CAA IniSty aay Aoleie’ vaca A PAF CF] SMR 
FANG, TA OL AAA WAATS PAPA, CAMA ‘ASaio’'aA ATO WTA Say HHA 
APR, Aer PAPA WIA ‘SST -Ia TAG TH] Ah FMA CAO CHArTS 
(HIT ATATABS TOA ATH | FHS PAA 23 NAMAA sla AIA fe CHT fSfS SR? 
flofet fe GIs OIA ABET FAAS Ia PTET HAS TGA AAT CARR? Ola See 
AGA AIGA Fa fH sho YS TNH ROPES (CAA BTS FASS BAe? CH ACTA CHT 


abr fe UIs FACT PIT SIAPE TIPS GER? INT AT GIT PIG Bist SIA SAPS TB 
CAAT CA ATA PHF (AT YS) TT >MAGH flsfer aaa PARA, Jas CATTANE FAS IPC 
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PANAA Faz OIA fa AEA 13 FAAAS fe OIA FACTS CHIT BRIA FMT THT SCR? 
RAPA OUT COT AA A A TATE AE ORE AWS A FRAES 3 Talo IH 


BS SE Via AdeT HACE Faq Sa AAA SAT St Gane fof sarifera 


TOMCAT APT CRA SIMA SAP SS FAA MIP HST AIPA | STATS 8 ARATUCTA SRAGH AAT 
wey St St Wey Fret wc As, St St Shore a a TE, SIA A TT 
FAPSOISeN SPT TNATONAS CY PATA TAPIA CPT CEA CP YA FS, VITO 


feREt| Ja, oT TTC APO Fa FER AAR NACA IPE APT AI 
IO FUT ETAT IT FAAS HOPS ACT ASCH AAT! SMP ATT Pale AF PAC AT 
A, WAATOS, PPPWOS/VHAHIUT A WAS, SAA PATTI fers WOA SAT 
FA SASS BEA SPN Gea] FAAS, 13 FIAT A ANG HE AW-Ae AMAA “OPT SIATOA 
PP fret SA ATA CB? Of FANG’ PAR? OP SIATOS INA CNR? COMMA Ta-FAATG 
ORT AINGT SA STAT WT Aft ATI” Old CAH fray AA ABT | SPY TRATTCTA 
AfaPefoce PA TA HS AM CALOA WSF OMS CHIT PT AS AT! AVS SIA COT 
MSS PAT AER A, FA’ ATPUSENA FACT Ada A ANAT AA OT afoot 
TOMAS WES Tet SS LEAT AA a WANA FOS fee ens FAI 
FATATONS 13 AACA TOPO 8 N-HATTA CTASEMS TAHA Pahoa AMSA 
IGT AT] OE SHIA ATS TAATS Tahorrens STI Tel AT Ao A ATI 
IAT ACTA PLAT TCS CAT AT STM ASSIA ASC BAST Fl OA AGT BMAP 
PCA SIT RBA CHS AI] Aba GAS PRS AAAIGSET T VGGHNSEN St AST 
AE OA TPCT PRT OITHT AA SINS BIR SUPT] OPT HICT AAA AOvI HSA PAA 
OPSCHTeT (AP SATA (OBI Pare 


- eo FAME IT FRAG CS AEA HSA 
- HBA PAG CSAMASENS SNTNA-SAI PAT IAs TAGBAPH (FP SAT 
- STR (AT HA AT) 


- Sasa ofr feretar 
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PRA AIAN ACTA TCT 

SCS AAA HAS B HEAT AASAAST 
WA 8 AEA FAST 

WA 8 OETA STAT flow PAT 


TA CPA AAAS (NAT ATS ETS) AAT 8 GIAMATPace HAAG! PA fa 1 
ATCA 


C4 AE hor FeTOUT 8 faPoosat 
CARA PAP AWG HST HAA HA AAA IGE AAT 


HZ TASS AS A AMPA ALF 8 FoMa VAT WAT (MAE Abr CGSTANG 
alfostvor) 


SAS BA BHA AA (ASH AH-VS TT AWAEAT 

apo FANT FABhS Alo Sor AT WA OIA Gay HAAS TAA AAT 
GSAT BAA HAR 

GS AMS BAT APAMTOPAT (POR IPA RA APC Yfah*bwo SA) 
CAT PRA FAATAA HST YATSISENS STATS AACA 
PRA ATA ASIA AAT 8 SOUASEMS IGKS NAA HATS (GBT 
Pray Faroe MT BMS PATIRA 


AE SHAA/ ABSA GET AT SIS AB Orfers rT ACT FERET AGS Bor, fgvr rere 
WOT, 148 TPS ACT MAT APA STATA A/PACTALAT TAA BOT FES OI AT RATA 
PACT HHS AA TT SU AT SST A GET, IAPA ASH OTH] AAT BAS Fas SUPT 
FAH TPT MSPS WI PAWS TAT AT IA WAN PAPAS FASA WAHT SNC 
AGT NA CATA FRET OME ACS NS YlAPGo] IPCI RET GCS ANATA, SAP RET 
SIA TATE CHATS] IA TRA PASSA POR/AATMS AM FANG APTANA AACS 
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AT, SATA TRACT AT SAS TT A-SI FT APA AM, UPN Woe 
eae | SIP SIRNA OAT ale AAO PA ASI 


ORE Enfoa-aTSeliba OS WS PISS POLHAGS CAT WR (HA? Bia WS 
PRTC Alor Ao TAT AfIAIos Gras HM fast SAPS wT fofer SICA PIAS! 
SHA ASAT ANS SPAS AT ATH ATS SHB CT SS BCT TRA TRACT AVG F- 
Te SOTA Sa Cad sear (Gerster) FT aT Aas SPAT HAS 


PASAT IP-CUAM Tey NT] ANT SrA AST HPA CAA COEF RABiferMfaela (HT 
PTE PAPE HPC AAT ATT FCT! ABS GACH ASPET ANA CAPTAA FAR 
TAT QP A PA, SHAS OT fT OF Saco AH! FIT VET IA ASOT SAAS BAHT 
RAR PIF Vis AH AS AAO/AN] NARA TM AGA CAA AA TS ARE Ala 
POAT Pe, OT TS MAP TPO IAT PONT BI (AP AT FCS AH, SCT ANP 
TSAI FT Bl APS AAT AbT Woh SAKA fea aT! FS GATS ARIS A 
AAP HAT FANT A OI Fats VENA Gees aferaa eat eT SoA 
MMeTH VIA AA AT ABH PASAT AAS APT PIA-POH VAT fess ANAS AG! OAS 
IPE FAT PATA WT AS RANA PIF WA TRA, Taal ses riaretife fare 
SPT TTA BH TN PACTS BT 


PASH TARAS AVA Tea WR AAAS PIC AT AN OIA OAR HAT fil AS 
AR AAA TSPNS PACA SIAR IG FRI LENT PAA (Ena Sh? AVS FAT WR A 
PAGE AS WANS TW AA AG, Alo BAW FIC Gay, Fray AIO FAP AWA Ta 
PATA PRASIA MBA RO A Fee FR ARPS SHAT MPC SIA CAS AAT 
CT PEs SAT SHA AP AT FASA WATT HPA] al AAW fons, 
TARTS POTION fale MTT COT ATS, STATA PA FAT IF HEAR SMR 
Rs PSMA! FAT, CUAAGT AAT HAT AHAZ WR AM] PISS TOA TOA PAG- 
AACA PTET POT TAMAS HLT AV GT foe et STG Sara, LISA OIG Sera, 
ated way ast fart oral SIA fq folr AoA fra IATA AL IA SOT MSF 


afaneratl Aa AAS DAT AAS PARA, OAT HAMS BRA; SNA WA at facaa OAT 
CRON Sa MPRA AR DIT CTY CATA BIT AAMAS OIA YOSTN (AST AN AT! PHT 
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AHA UIT NAT Gh Aaa AAPSfOr ASOTA CARAT TI AAA AAPo CIFIC 
PAF BUS NARA A WANA WAT TASH ahora Aare fet, OAT PISMA 
IAT COMBS TBO FA WHS GIS BT AL PA Hae aforuy WS 
TWAS! AAT ATA COAT OMA A; TUATSEN STANT! Ba 12 foe A Old COl MA PAPIT 
PAP Tq; CPC CPG AAA 


CATE FG PAS PROCS WASPS TET HIS AMA Ta PAA TIA Ie 
RAR PAA IPRA IPE TTT WAR lat frat FRAGA Alto IR OF 
frat Pe ape saa AaPafo FOG PAA SSAA TIGA AA TG OMA Aga 
ARAT OAT GAT] GSA GHAR AS - PAS I HIT aaAsHtas SA PAP AT OT 
pol CAAls VEST Feat AATCC FOAL PRORA AHA WS CIAT IFA’ ATI 
BET WEA GIR, Tarr fASFor Jax SHAD CoB! SIA AAT foe-AeT SATA 
IMA AWGRl FoR, WIE Wao, feet seta saasifaw, SATA FA AANA 
PAPA PIA TS AA 


fee MSIE, oot, CAAA FAN, WGA CTSA, FTAs ISAT GR 
SORTS 148 GMAT HA SIPC AT PASH TE fofer 2b Gq RA PAP] WARA, AAA 
Ola Cave AGA ATA, UIA UO SAGA HSA ANAS! FIP AGUS VHA AT GT AT! 
foe AT AAAS OIA TAS IF ASAT WA PAT OT NSA POAT | AF RATT 
FATA PA] BAT AA 1S, (3S ASI Old AGTIAGIA TALIS VIAT AGIA FAC BIATI 
Rift ye vis wt Atos ANA AMtfS Abr; Afr PIT ES AA, OI AO 
TANNA ATHATS ATI 


(AMAA, DPT] S& CICAA 2025) 
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The peasants themselves never brought about the debate of tradition vs. modernity. They 
did not have any historical reason for doing so either. Instead, they kept themselves 
‘updated’ for thousands of years, upheld inventing the then modern skillset and 
technology. Sometimes to increase production, sometimes to enhance nutrition or 
necessity, sometimes simply to reduce their labor. We do not need to be an expert 
agriculture historian to understand this simple fact. Take the example of paddy, the 
peasants preserved hundreds of its varieties; they discovered a variety that could maintain 
a balance with the increasing water level in the rainy season. The peasants did not even 
wait for television awareness programs to know about what the recent pro-‘sustainable’ 
agricultural scientists call as organic fertilizer. At the outset, it is important to clearly 
define what I mean as ‘peasants’. In Bangladesh, and in the Bengali language, krishak 
and chashi are used synonymously. Unlike the qualitative difference between the 
concepts ‘farmer’ and ‘peasant’ in the English language, and in the European context for 
say, the Bengali language does not provide that opportunity. Someone with 100 acres of 
land can also claim himself a ‘peasant’ in a houseful of urbanites. Not incidentally, no 
agricultural laborer usually is present in such a middle-class gathering. He would 
certainly get perplexed about his own identity with this frantic claim. The term peasant 
should also, not be confused to connote a huge landowner. In fact, a peasant is a person 
who himself, along with all the household members in different phases, cultivate by 
physical labor and is recently reduced almost to an agricultural laborer, even if he owns 
a piece of land. This reduction itself is a point of discussion and is much related to today’s 


title too. 


However, no one alleges that they imported this debate. Major ‘complains’ against them 
in agricultural discussion is that they do not like changes at all. These conservative 
tradition-loving farmers are thwarted by the new discoveries of science that could 


produce massive crops in agriculture. In this context, in agricultural debates, the peasants 
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have always been the subjects, not the actors. There are problems of not surrendering 
unconditionally to technologies and proposals that are provided to them. This is a 
simplistic statement from my end. There must have been an independent sovereign 
peasant in history. But it has also been said, that once there was no inequality in wealth. 
Without taking into account this imaginary period, we can take at least the emergence of 
the modern state as a vantage point. They are important as the subject of controversy as 
they are known to be a very stubborn species towards the new orientations and who do 
not even ‘understand their own well-being’. Who brought this story are of concern. 
Politicians brought in, scientists did, so did academics-experts and analysts. Even, the 
filmmakers also brought it up. And they all bring this issue mainly through the news 
media. That is why a large part of the journalists or editors are not going to be left out. If 
we assume that there are critical people in all professions, then it is the same for all 
professionals. Nevertheless, the ‘tradition’ versus ‘modernity’ kind of agrarian debate is 
existent in society and is usually maintained by the non-farmers, where all others seem 
to be the advocate of ‘modernity’, except the peasants, who are confined with ‘tradition’. 
If we look at the mainstream Indian mythology, peasants thus side with evil Ravana, who 
do not understand the benefits of modernity, the virtue, in the battle of Rama and Ravana. 
Is there any basis for this story of the farmer's stubbornness, really? Has he been able to 
maintain such sovereignty over other aspects of life? Has not his imaginary thatched 
house already been converted to a tin-covered one in the last two decades? In that 
particular case, does he have any specific agency left? Does he have any viable desire left 
to buy a Jungi (or dhoti) or sari from the village weavers, other than going to the market 
and buying a factory cloth? Hundreds of such events can be listed. Why then suddenly 
imagine such sovereignty, where he is being considered as a capable opponent of 


superpower modernity? 


Now I want my readers to be aware of my location. I will stay away, at least for a while, 
about the possible similarities between the agricultural sectors of India and Bangladesh 
respectively, about the similarities that I feel, about the distinction I may generally 
mention. Rather, I will take a region-specific position located in Bangladesh. Scholars 
may call it awareness about the agency. I am doing this not because of my lack of 


empirical knowledge about India's agricultural system as I should still be able to talk 
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about a few general issues. I actually am preventing others to say: “Who are you to talk 
about Indian agriculture? Did you do any ‘research’? Have you ever been to an Indian 
village? Your commentaries are fabricated and we do not accept it.” It would be harmless 
to talk about Bangladesh, more so if the Indian readers find any similarity. Not only can 
I be not blamed for this, but the readers’ observation of the similarities will likely be free 
of any hostility (towards a foreign commentator) and thus more sustainable. Incidentally, 
this issue is also dedicated to sustainable agriculture. In general, similar awareness and 
methods of procedure are called ‘methodology’ in the academic world. However, a grave 
and solemn academy usually does not allow seriousness to slip away while proposing 
methodology. In fact, it does allow it at any part of research activities. Seriousness is one 
of the pillars of the academy. But that should be elaborated another day. I would like to 
come up with an unsolicited list of contents or queries regarding agriculture. I am trying 


to list them from the peasants’ point of view as much as possible. 


- Probable agricultural products at a given period of time 

- Anticipating and prioritizing potential agricultural products 

= Seed collection (or preservation) 

- Identifying cultivable lands 

- Arrangement for agricultural contracts where no land is owned 
- Arrangement for labor investment 

7 Assessing the requirement of fertilizer and water 

7 Accessibility of fertilizer and water 

- Ensuring availability of fertilizer and water 


= Reviewing agricultural accessories (say tractor) in reducing labor or increasing 


production 
: Accessibility and ensuring of those pieces of equipment 
- Budget preparation for the above matters 
- Bank dealing in case one does not have money (this is a whole package of hassle) 
- Nurturing of the land right from the beginning of cultivation 


- Praying to God so that no damage caused by natural disasters 
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- Collection of crops produced 

= Processing of crops (usually an inter-gender situation) 

- Comparative analysis of potential opportunities for marking these products 
= Highest efforts to avoid possible harassment and frauds while marketing 


- Having cash in exchange for these agricultural products 


Had it been a scholarly exercise, this list might have been a bit shorter, a bit more 
dispassionate in nature, and definitely with more conceptual categories. But I do not 
really think that we lost anything here. Rather contrarily, by assembling such a list, I can 
easily ask my reader which ones of these they believe underline the sovereignty of a 
peasant. I find two for sure. One is of labor investment in the land, and the other is 
definitely praying to Allah. Barring these two, if you find agency/authority/sovereignty 
of the peasants anywhere else, you would please show me regardless of if you are from 


Bangladesh or India or Nepal-Pakistan. I will rework my conceptualization. 


So why a peasant/farmer suddenly is being considered the agent-subject in the debate of 
tradition-modernity? What kind of actor he is when, in fact, he has no control anymore 
over such a long-domesticated object like agricultural seed? For a clear account of seeds, 
I would like to inform you that in the past few years, multinational corporations along 
with their local counterparts in Bangladesh have monopolized (oligopolized) seeds. 
Farmers get mono-season seeds. These seeds cannot reproduce. It is one of those 
fundamental 'successes' of genetic engineering. But I am not here today to advocate for 
or take on, genetic engineering as a field of expertise. Eventually, one of the 
consequences of the development of this knowledge is that a person who had control over 
seeds for hundreds of years is not bound to take the seeds (banja beej as it is sometimes 
termed in ‘rural’ Bangladesh) from these corporations. Of course, this is not yet the total 
occupation of agriculture at this moment. But we do not have to be a genetic engineer or 
own a corporation-tycoon to realize that it would not take that long either. Lost ownership 
of seeds, notably, is a question of gender too. However, in a region where there is a 
Vandana Shiva and the likes, I do not need to start a discussion over gender politics of 


seeds. 
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Peasants are being brought repeatedly for obvious reasons, truly. The only possible stake 
of this equation who have to invest labor are them and the whole buzz is about extracting 
their labor. What sustainability is in question in “sustainable agriculture? Apparently, it 
is being said that agriculture should not be exhausted, so that agriculture can continue for 
tens of thousands of years, or at least for a few generations to come. But if there is some 
sense of wit or humor, we can sense that the more crucial sustainable phenomenon is the 
laboring capacity of the peasants. With this lethal oppressive, exploitative structure, not 
only is he wretched in terms of wealth or honor, but it also creates doubts if he will survive 
at all. Make no mistake, this is not just about labor. It is also a system of bringing the 
peasants into the market of new agricultural implements. He rents water, rents tractors, 
borrows for seeds, and buys fertilizer. He is at once a relentless laborer and a very 
marginal buyer of the mammoth market. He spends his personal savings and becomes 
destitute. And when he takes a loan, he is trapped in a vicious cycle of repaying back. 
This is not the end of his extreme sufferings. Getting prices for agricultural products 
comes next, where there are frequent instances of peasants not being able even to raise 
the invested money. In the era of little more democratic newspapers, there were reports 
of farmers committing suicide or ruining their crops with severe dejection. Now the news 
does not cover many of those stories. But the events take place. And we are not talking 


about a peasant or two, there are millions of them. 


Agriculture has changed dramatically since the big companies entered the relatively new 
agricultural business. A portion of the peasantry has changed drastically too. They have 
become absolute agricultural laborers. However, becoming an absolute agriculture 
laborer is not a direct outcome of corporate agriculture. They actually were laborers for 
the big landlords in the previous period too. In both cases, the worker-peasant/wage- 
laborer is not considered as an agent of his thought process or ‘agricultural plan’. They 
are only 'servants' who follow orders and live on the terms set by the landlord or the 
corporate company. As a result, I opine that the current argument may well be a battle 
between the corporate groups and the still-surviving landlords. People who live almost 
like dead, non-existent, reduced into a machine of laboring, or else hugely indebted and 


unfairly paid for their products cannot be a negotiating party here. 
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However, the peasants we find in textbooks, on TV, in development agencies’ yearbooks, 
in cabinet ministers’ processions, even in middle-class children's drawing competitions, 
and in many other spaces, is a pictorial peasant. Beaming, with a bundle of golden paddy 
on his head, or in his hands; with all the pleasures of life in his smile. Not that the peasants 
do not smile like this. But the fact is that the ways these actors exhibit his laughter are 
deeply deceptive. These agents want to broadcast this laughter, just as they want to 
propagate the narration of their conservatism. It is the politics of making a deceitful image 
of the ones who lost everything in the play; it is the politics of making them a vibrant 


opponent where they do not have a side left anymore. 
(Adabar, Dhaka. 16 September 2021) 
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